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THE OPERATIONS OF COMPANY G,
23D IKFANTRY REGIMENT, 2D INFARTRY DIVISIOR,
( ONDENVAL, BELGIUM)
15 -~ 20 JANUARY 1945
(Personal Experience of a Company Commander)

IXTRODUCTION

Thia monograph is concerned with the operations of Company G, 234 In-
fantry Regiment, Zd Infaptry Division, in securing the Ondenval defile in
the vicinity of Ondenval, Belgium, during the period 15 January to 20 Jan-
uary 1945,

In order to understand $he events leading up %o the action herein des-
eribed, it is necsssary to consider everts as they transpired from 16 Dec~
ember 1944 to 15 January 1945,

By late 1544 it was evident to the German High Command that the Allled
Armies, if unchecked, would shortly ecross the Rhine River and slowly but
inéxorably cut the German Armies to pieces. The Germans knew that if they
intended to prevent this eertain defeat, drastic measures to stop the Am-
erican and British advance wers necessary immediately.

Germany's decision as +o the nebure of these measures was o execube
an all-out thrust through the Allied Armies with the objedt of driving
through Belgium to Antwerp, thereby depriving the Allies of a vital port,

a port absolutely essential to the Allies in order to shortem their evér
lengthening lines of supply. {1)

| Ou 16 December 1944, three German Armies made the desperate thrust
through the Ardennes. The abtack was initially successful, and a penetra-
tion of the American lines extending from EEEEEBQ;B on the north almost to
the city of Luxembourg on the south resulted. The attack forged ahead un-
til on 26 December 1944 it was successfully stopped on the Meuse River, (2)

Even before the offensive was stopped, the Allied Forces were making
preparation to regain the ground lest and therewith the initiative. A%~
tacks were pressed on the flanks of the saliemt by the First US Army on
the north and by the Third US Army on the south. (See Map A)

{1} a-5, p. 291; (2) A-6, p. 167.
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These attacks were intended to converge in the vieinity of Houffalize,
Belgium, and from there both armies were to continue a eorncarte.d drive to
the Rhine River. (3) |

On 1 January 1945, the First Army had as units on line, the V Corps
on the left, the XVIII Afrborne Corps in the center and the VII Corps on
& narrow front on the right. (4) The VII Corps was to make the army main
effort to establish contact in the cenmter of the salient with Third Army.
(5) V Corps and the XVIII Airborﬁo Corps were to attsck on line as VII
Corps advanced. |

The weather during the period 21 December 1944 to the end of Jawmuary
1945 increased the difficulty of an attack immessurably and gave the enemy
every adventage. lioada became almost impa.sua.‘i:le for wvehicles due to ice
and soow, and troops suffered severely from the Z0-degree cold and from
“the difficulty of attacking through snow as much as two or three feet deep
at times. (6) |

Camouflage clothing was improvised, but it was light weight ‘and not
sufficiently durable to withstand the rough treatment to which it was sub-
jected. (7) As a result our troops in dark umiforms frequently became

excellent targets against a background of white snow.

GENERAL SITUATICH

¥V Corps on the north flank of the First Army had remsimed in position
throughout the period of the breakthrough. The scuth flank of the Corps
had been forced te fall back, but the morthern shoulder held fast. As VII
Cerps and the XVIII Airborne Corps moved back up on line during early Jan-
uary, it was necessary for V Corps to resume the attack in oi-der to keep
the flank of XVIII Airborne Gorps'eover‘ed.

on 10 January, First Army issued a letter of instruetions to V Corps,
directing fhat an attack be made on 15 January in conjunction with XVIII
Corps. V Corps was given the mission of supporting the XVIII Corps and of
securing the Ondenval defile on the boundary between .‘F and XVIII Corpa. {8)

(3) &-5, p. 364; (4) aA-1, Situation Map No 11; (5) A-1, p. 128; (86) A-8,
pe 193 and A-3, p. 108; (7) A-7; (8) A-1, p. 135.
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For this attack a temporary boundery between V Corps and XVIII Corpa
was established, which made the villages of Weismes, 0&5_111 and the woods
southwest of Ondem-l a reﬁ onsibility of V Gér 8. (9 See Map B

hwest _of Ondem P ty ps. (9) ( p B)
The plan envisaged that after the Ondenwal defile had been mecured by

V Corps, the originﬁl-'boundary would be resumed, and the 7th Armored Divi-

gion would attack through the Ondenval defile with a mission of seﬁuring
8% vith. {10)

Because the advance of the 7th Armorod Divizion on 3% Vith was depen-r
dent on the .eu"lioat poasible nvaihbility of the Ondenval defile, the main
effort of V Corps was to be made in this area by the lst Infantry Division.

The 2d Infantry Division, as the eenter diviaion. in V Corps, was hold-
ing on a narrow front. The lst Divieion on the right of V Corps had a wide
snd difficult fromt on which to attack; therefore, a deeiaion was made to
attach one combat teesm from the 2@ Infaniry Division to the lst Diviaiog
to expedite the corps' main effort. (See Mep B)

On 13 Jammary 1945 the 23d Regimental Combat Team of the 24 Infantry
Division left an assembly area in tﬁe vicinity of Elsenborn and moved by
truck and foot to fhe town of Weismes, which was then held by the 16%th
Infantry Regiment of the 1st Divisiem. (11)

The 24 Battalion, 234 Infanmtry, moved into the town of Weismes, Com-
pany G oceupying houses .on the scuthern edge of the town and prepared te
attack from that position on 15 Jamuary. |

On 14 Januery crderz were issued by the regimental commander of the
23d Regimental Combat Team for an attack in which the 1ﬂttalien was
to seize the town of Steinbach on the left, and t!;e 24 Battalion was given
the objective of reducing the town of Remonval and of sesuring a small group |
of houses 'o._'l; the intersection of two roads sﬁuthu;ot of Remenval. This in- |
#eroc’eion was designated in the attack order as "Crossroads 68.7 The 34

Battalion was to be initially in reserve. Company C of the 74list Tank

~ Battelion equipped with M-4 tanke and Company C of the 612th Tank Destroyer

(9) A-11, p. 135; (10) A-l, p. 135; (11) A-3, p. 109,



Battalion equipped with M-18 self-propelled tank destroyers, were %0 sup-
~ port the regiment. (12) (See ‘ue.p c) '

On the a.fterﬁoon of 14 Jeanuary the 2d Battalion Commander held.a moet-
ing of all sompany commanders of the battalion at the battalion CP for tho

{LJ)?J‘L"J/ purpose of issuing the attack order. The gist of this order was that Com-

((7 Jpony F would attack on the left of the bajtalion seme on order, with an in-
itial misaion of séeuring Remonval. Company G was to attmck on the right
on order with an initial objective of :;:l:z;ing the enemy ﬁositiona at
*Crossroads 68." A platoon of .tanks was to be in geiﬂl support. After
the initial o‘nj&ctives were seoured, both companies were then to advante
abreest down the Ifqismos-oﬁdennl Highway and secure the sectionz of Om-
denval in their respeé‘bive gones, Company E was to follow Company F as
battalion reserve, and Gompuny. H was to support and follow the advaence by
bounds. |

A study of the terrain over which this attack was to be made showed
that the sdvance was to be made down a terrain corridor. {(See Map C) The
Weismes-Ondenval Road extends nofth and scuth in a ?mall valley botween
two parallel ridges. The west ridge on whioch Weismes and "Crossroads 68%
are located extends south to Ondenval and tapers off to the Ambleve River
valley and Thirimont. The east ridge on which Steinbach is located extends
south and joins the high ground southeast of Ondemval. Ondenval 1tselt is
between theae two ridges. ('Sleo Map C)

The German foreo.s in tﬁe ares were lmown to be well orgsnized in and
around Steinbach, Remonval and "Croasrcads 68;" German forces also ocoupi ed
positions along the east ridge as far south as Ondenval. The number of en-

*' emy troops in thia area had not been determined. They were alsc know to
*Q have tanks and self-propelled guns in thisa arsa... The company comsander of
“}P\ Company G, after ;onsidoration, decided to attack "Crossroads £8" froutally

and from the east simultanecusly. The line of departure was o be a hgigj_—
row about 300 yards from the objective. Behind this hedgerow was fair con-
oealment but between the hedgerow and the objective was an open field with
€12) a-3, p. 109, '
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neither cover nor concealment, The lst Platoon was to make the frontal
agsault with marching fire while the 3d Platoon %o the left was to advance
from the same line of departure immediately after the lst Platoon moved
out and was to awing in from the left and surround the objective.

The compa.n& commander of Company G asked the battalion commander for
two of the attached tanks on the night of 14 January, but the request was

refused. The plan was %o place the two tanks on the line_uaf' departurs

with the' 1st Platoon and have them advance on line in the assault.

THE ATTACK OF "CROSSROADS 88"

Early on the morning of 15 January the battalion commander re@nted
and gave Company G the two badly needed tanks. At 0800 hours Company G
with its two attached M-4 tanks ﬁoved out of Weismes and launched the at-
tack on “Crossroads 68" as plamnned.

The lst Platoon on the right moved to its assigned position on the
line of deperture without receiving as mﬁoh as a single welcoming shob
from the enemy poﬁition.

The ocompany command group, consisting of the company commander with
his runners and a radio operator, joined the lst Platoon immediately in
order to faoilitate; control and ccordination with the tanks. There was
some delay in waiting for the 3d Platoon to report itself on the line of
departure. During the delay, uo enemy mﬁvemen‘l: could be observed arcund
the houses to the fromt, and 1% seemed that the enemy might have withdrawn
to Thirimont duriné the night. After a delay of about ten minutes, the
%4 Platcon had not reached the line of departure. - Fearing that the pla-
toon might have had difficulty in moving into position through the deep
snoﬁ, & ruaner was aént by the scmpany commander %o check on the situa-
tion., The rumner returned shortly with news that he could not locate the
3d Platoon. The company commander at once made a decision to deploy the
ist Platoon on the right and to atbtack immedimtely rather than to wailt

longer for the 34 Platoon. The lst Platoon Leader, who was nearby, was



Q(g&”\ hurriedly given the new plan which wes to attack from the north and west,
\}9} / and within ten minutes he had depleyed his platcon on line with the 24
' . f4
k ' Platoon and was prepared to begin the asaault. N -\}’W p

q The tanks and 1ight machine guns immediately opensd firer:tha win-

———— e

dows of the houses as planned and after about three minutes of heavy fir-
Lt v et

ing the lst and 24 Platoons began a coordinated advance across the open

Q}‘
N}Q} field using assault fire. The tanks advenced on line, stopping to fire a
Y) &)u/ round frem their 75-sm guns every 20 to 30 yards. The enemy was apparently
completely surprised, for there was no return fire. Within 30 minutes the

assault platoons had surrounded the houses at "Crossroads é&" and there
remained the difficult problem of removing a stubborn and uncowed enemy
from the basements, This job was made doubly difficult due to antiperson-
nel mines whioch had been. placed around the houses and csrefully coversd
with snow, This ;trong point was reduced byr'toss-ing grenades into the
basement windows and firing tﬁe 75-mm tank guns into the houses at point
blank raﬁge. The enemy f'inally reluctantly surrendered.
During this time the 3d Platoon had moved up to a peint about 100

yards from *Crossroads 68™ and was awaiting further orders.

| About. 1200 hours the battalion commander ecalled on the SCR-300 radio
and informed the company sommander -of‘ Company G that he had been foroed
%o change the battalion plan of attack., Company F, after leaving Welemes,
had advanced wiﬁx some diffioulty to the open fields north of Remonval.

- As they tried to emter Remonval about 1100 hours, they were met by a hall
of machine gun and small-arms fire from the edge of the .tm. Tﬁié fire
prevented them from either advancing or withdra;lfing without .sustaining
excessive casualties in addition to the initially large mumber of wounded
oﬁ their position. Almost the ‘entire company waa é.’mnod down on open flat
ground. Company F h§d made several futile and costly attempis to advance,
but the attack had lost its momentum. |

To relieve this situation, Company & was ordered to change the dir-

sction of attack from soubh to northeast and to talke Remonval from the rear.,



(8ee Map C) This attack would divide the enemy’s stremgth and allan.ﬂom-
pany F to advance into the town.

' Quick ection was essential in this new plan. The wounded of Company
F wore suffez;ing from shock and cold. Many could not be reached for first
aid until the withering defensive fires from Remonval had been diverted,
Cold, exposure and shock were many more times fatal to men iho in milder
weather might have survived their wounds., (13)

As the platoon leadera moved to join the oompany co@anﬂér, the 34
Platoon Leader became the only casualty from the antipersonnel minesz in
the area. He was killed almost instently when he stepped oﬁ a mine con--
cealed under the snow which coversd the road. His loss _required' a qﬁi_ck
reorgaﬁization of the 34 Platoon, and more valuable time wasz lost.

The ¢ompany commander ordered the lst Platoon and 3d Platoon to at-
tack abreast with the tanks sdvancing on line. The lst Platoon was to /
.attack on the right and the 54 on the left, The Weapons Platoon wa.s. to
follow at 76 yards, and the 24 Platoon was to follow the Weapons Platoon,

At about 1300 hours, Company G began an advance down the side of the
bare, snow-covered slope tawafd Remonval in the valley. This expozed a.p--
proach wa the only feasible method of moving on the town.

Whén about halfway down this ridge, the company was raked by leng-
range machine gun fire. fr;:n the ridge to the east, DBeecause the company
was deployed, only two casualties were sustained; however, to continue
this advance across the 400 yards of open field would prove too costly
unless the gun was silenced. The men of the éo:npany, when fired on, ran
forward to a single hedgerow which extended across the field, and .they
were protected from the fire by this natural barricade. As the casualties
from this unsxpected fire were being brought to a covered position, another
enemy machine gun sent a blast of enfilade fire down the hedgerow. The
company, caught by machine gun fire from the front and flank, began %o dig
in as' qulckly as the frozen ground would permit. The tanks had stopped in
£13) A-7.



an overlooking posi’éion about 756 yards in rear of the eompeny. By arm and
hand si—gnalu,'thay wore moved to the left fia.nk of the oompany toward the
enémy machine gun firing from that direction. After about 30 minutes of
intermittent ﬁfing, they drove the enemy gun orew back to Remomwval. Dur-
ing this time ,' a light machine gun from the compaﬁy Weapons Platoon had
been returaing the long-range machine gun fire from scross the valley.

The enemy was firing only at intermittent interwvals now.

Leaving one rifle plafoon and one tanlk to cover the advanse, the com-
pany again moved down the hill towar? Remonval, A= tﬁe leading elements
of the company reashed fhe ‘edge of Remonval, enemy infantrymen could be
seen withdrawing across the gnow-covered fields southeast of the town,

The entire company and both tenks were 'broqght on line and delivered all
fire a‘v'aila'blel on the enemy troops. As darknesa was approaching and vis-
ibility ﬁas reduced, Company G advanced rapidly into the town and bagan
mop-up operations,

Company F by this time was able to advance also, and they entored the
northern end of the towm, and the two eomfmies systematioally cleared the
town of German troops. By 2000 hours, positions were organiaéc‘t for the
night. Company G set up defenaes for the night, covering the road to the
south toward Cndenvel %o intercept any counterattack from that direstion.
Company F covered the northern and eastern approaches,

The road leading back to Weismes was clesred of mines by about 2300.
hours, and jeeps came foﬁar& with much needed ammunition, hot food and
the ¢ompany bedding rolls. About midnight the battalion commander assem-
bled his com'pany commanderse and issued orders for the attack the next |
morning. 'Gompany ¢ and Company F were to continue the advance to Ondenval
abreast, with Company F on the eagt of the Ondenval-Weismes Road, and Com-
pany G moving along the side of the ridge to the west. The M-4 tanks were
to remain overnight and move to the reiu- the following moraing, when the
2d Battalion moved out. Tl}z'two tanks were to be replaced with three N-18

. tank destroyers. (See Map D) -,

WMB' 10
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THE ATTACK OF ONDENVAL

On the morning of 16 January, the weather was cloudy and cold. Jeeps

v p, with hot breakfast arrived about 0530, Just as Company G was finishing

breakfast, the tank destroyers arrived, and this unit was given enough
hot coffee %o help them wash down the K rations which were their hraak;
fast. At 0730, Company G, with the attached tank destroyers, moved out
of Weismes in a columm of platoons toward Ondenval, Frogress was slow
because of the deéi: gnow; however, thers was ﬁo enemy resistance. The
tank destroyers functionsd quite well even moving across country in the
deep snow, and the men in the company liked them ba&er ‘than the M-¢
tanks because they were ml].er‘ and didn't present such a large target.
Also they made lessz noige than the tanks. The M-4 tanks made too much
;xhaust noise, and the engines backfired excessively if they were driven
at low speed for very long. (14)

About 400 yards from Ondenval small-arms fire was received by Com-
pany F from the edge of Ondenval., The battalion commander, fearing a
repotitioﬁ of the action at Remonval on 15 January, ordered Gonpa.nyG |
and Company F to hold their positions until the artillery ligiaon offi=-
oer could place artillery fire on ﬁhe town. TWithin about five minu’ce'a.
the 37th Field Artillery placed a battalion concentration or the town.
The shells used were squipped wii;h proximity fuzes, and Company ¢ from
its position on the riége sbove the town could see the ground in the en-
tire area churned by shell frégments. On the battalion commander's order,
the advance into town was immediately resumed and no sms.il-ams fire was
received from the defenders,

The tank destroyer platoon leader was dubious about moving his ve-
hicles down the expﬁsed slope toward Ondenval., There was no concealment
except for one seven-foot high hedgerow ruaning north and south about half-
way down the ridge. He finally decided to move one wvehisle at a ’time te
the hedgerow in ome .bmnd and from thers into town on the second bound,
His suspicions were well founded for as the second tank destroyer reached

{14) a-7.
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the hedgerow, a high velocity enemy antitank gun bsgan to fire tfapid but
poorly aimed fire at tﬁe tank destroyers. Five rounds killed one man from
Company G, but they also allowed the other tanks of the pllatoon an oppor=
tunity to pick up the location of the enemy weapon. Three well-plauéd
rounds from tank destroyers effectively neutralized the enemy weapon.
Without further firing, Company G and the tank destroyers advanced imbo
Ondenval, This was the third time the town had been fought over, and as

a result ‘t:heré was little left but the skeletons of houses. (15)

By 1100 hours Ondénval was completely occuﬁied by the 24 Battalion,
While Company @ and Compeny F were eating their lunch of K ratione, the
battalion commender issued the order for a continuation of the attack
which was to‘secure the high ground south and southeast of Ondenval.

{See Map D)WM\WD"

Between Ondenval and these hills was a small valley about 800 yards
wide. It was scross this low ground that the battalion wae to attack with
Cempany G on the left and Compamy E on the right. Imitially, Company F
wae to femain in battalion reserve in Ondenval. The M-¢ tanks had rajoined
the battalion in Ondenval, and a section of two tenks was attached to each
company for the attack,

Company E was to secure orossings of the Ambleve River to the south-
west, while Company G was to atisgk southeast and secure the g&p. in the
hills through which ran the highway to 3t Vith. The terrain over which
the assault companies were to advance was open and almost devoid of cover
or concealment, and $he hills south of Ondenval commanded the entire area.
Because they were held by the énemy, they presented & mogt threatening as-
pect. Aboubt 1230 hours the attack was launched and both companies immed-
ia.telly received long-range machins gun fire when they moved :way from the
edge of the village. _Compé.ny_ G was advancing with two platbons on line |
with the two tanks following., The tanks were to stop when they reached
a point from which they could cover the asgaulting platoome until they
reached the woods across the valley. The 3d Platouﬁ on the left et opped
€15) a-7. |
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because of the enemy machine gun fire after advancing about iDO yards.

The lst Platocn on the right, however, inecreased its speed and moved at

S a run'dmm the hill to a low hedgerow. This offered some protection from
the machine gun fire which had increased in volume as the platoen advaneed,
and which had caused several cssualties during the rush down the hill. Nor-
tar fire began to fall on the lst Platoon immediately and prevenked any pos-
sible reinforcement of, or'" a withdrawal from, the position. The platoen
leader informed the com;pany‘ commander bjr radio that the mmber of casual-
ties in his ﬁlatoon was steadily increasing and that the platoon was dig-
ging in along the hedgerow az quickly as possible, The first platoon waa.
now only about 350 yards from the enemy position along the edge of the woods
on the hill, and any man who exposed himself for even a moment drew a heavy
soncentration of fire,

The two tanks were ordered by the company commander %o move doﬁﬁ the
hill about 100 yarde and attempt to draw som? of the machine gun and mor-
tar fire on themselves and also attempt to locate the enemy machine guns,
A% the considerable risk of drawing entitank fire, they moﬁd cut as or-
dered. Some machine gun and mortar fire was diverted to them, but they
could notl locate any enemy weapons. Artillery and benk fire was placed
on the edge of the woods but seemed to cause little reduction in the vol-
ume of enemy fire, Both the attackers and the attacked continued t-o fire
across the walley until dﬁak when all but sporadic firing ceased.

At about 1700 hours permission was obtained from the battalion com-
mander to move Company G back into Ondenval. The 3d Platoon was moved
back off the forward slope and the 2d Platoon was moved into the wvalley
to help evacuate the casuslties of t}xe let Platoon and $c furnish secdr-
i'ﬁy until the position c.oulld be vacated. By 1830 hours withdrawal t¢ On-
denval had been completed. The 1st Platoon had lost sbout 17 men and the
platoon leader. This loss to an already understrength platoon left so few
men that the platoon was eliminated and the men were placed in the 24 and

3d Platoons. The compeny was now short two platoon leadere as well as a

13



complete platoon, Tﬁe total effective stremgth of Company G at the time
was cnly about 50 men ﬁnd officers., (18)

During the attack of-Campany G, Company E hadﬁexparienced similar dif-
ficulties, but had besn able to maintain position beczuse they had sustained
fewer casualties. Company F moved from battalion reserve to a defensive
pogition on the edge of Ondenval, and Company G»waé designated as battalion
reserve, There was no action during.thé night of 16 Jamuary. (17) ‘

On 17 January the regimental commander deoided that an effort to take
~ the high ground and secure the St Vith Highway would be made by the lst
Battalion down the east ridge on which Steinbach was located. The 24 Bat=-
talion was to remain in position in Ondénvul. |

- 18 January was spent in cleaning and replacing equipment and reéting.
All men in the company were exhausted froﬁ the two dayes of fighting in
desp snow, and the ¢cld had conbributed mataraally to their loes of en- *
orgy. 19 January was also spent in Ondenval while the lst and 3d Battal-
ions were engaged in heavy fighting to secure a footheld in the edge of
the woods on the high ground %o the southesst. This woods was knowm ag
%EEE_EEEEQ- On the night of 18 January %hey finally succeeded in estab-
lishing 2 line in the northern edge of Rohr Busch, and the 2d Battalion

——

was given the mission of attacking through this position on 19 January and

reducing the town of Eibertingen. (18) (See Map E}

On the night of 18 Jamuary, the company commgnder§.or the 24 Bﬁttal-
ion were briefed on the terrain from Rohr Busch to Eibertingen and were
given an opportunity to use aerial photographs and stereoscopes to study
the routes of advance into the town. The battalion was to advance astride
the road through Rohr Busch into Eibertingen. Determined oppo#ition was
no% -expected in the Rohr Busch, but a_strong defenze was expected at Ei-
bertingen. (19) The area betwsen Rohr Busch and Eibertingen was charac-
terized by rolling hills broken by hedgerow-bordered, open fields, This
meant no cover and little concealménz for approximafely 1500 yarde before
(16) A-7; (17) 4-7; (18) A-7; (19) A-7.

14



reaching Eibertingen. The battaliocn commender ordered that Company G ad-
vance on the right of the road and secure the portion of Eiberstingen in
its zone. Company F was to advence on the left of the road and secure
that portion of Eibertingen in its zone. Company E was to follew Company
F and remain in battalion reserve. Two M-4 tanks were tq be attached teo

each asssult company for the attack.

THE ATTACE OF EIBRERT INGEN

About 1000 hours on 19 January 1945 the 24 Battalion left Ondenval
and pasged through the 3d Battalion on the northern edge of Rohr Busch.
No oppesition was encountered until the battalion reached the southern
edge of the woods, Here there was a small delaying force which was
quickly overoome by the coordinated action of Company F and Company G.

The advance continued until a small road junction known as Am Kreuz
was reached. At this time Company F on the left was relieved by Company
E for the assault on Eibertingen. (See Map E)

As the attack continued,'contact with Company E was made difficul%
due to a light snow and also by snow blown up by the cold wind whipping
acrosg the open fields. Both ccméanies, using the highway as.a guide,
advaéoed until the downward slope of the ground indicated that a small
draw about 1000 yards from Eivertingen was ahead, The assault'companiés
stopped along a hedgerow in order to co&rdinate the advance on the town
which, at this time, wae entirely obscured by blowing snow, Although the
halt was brief, the wind died while the company commanders of Companies B
and G were checking their maps, This left the two companies entirely ex-
posed. The commander of Company G immedistely ordered his two tanks to
open fire at =& rapid rate with both the 75-mm guns and .30 cal machine
guns, Company G moved out at a faét walk,.firing as they moved, A small
gtream in the draw was crossed by the foot troops without diffioulty, ahd
they ont;rod the houses on the edge of the town without serious opposition.
The tanks were following the company, and when the& reached the low ground

and the small stream, they found crossing difficult due to the fact thab
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they broke through the $hin layer of froszem groﬁndrnnd became mired in
gof't mud just under the ice. (See Map E) The lead tank finally succeeded
in crossing, and aftef that it was used.tc tow the second tank. acrosa.

Hﬁving secured the houses on the edge of town, in which were found
machine guns and ammﬁnition still in position in windows, an attempt was
made to a&vanoe farther iuto town. The result was an immediﬁfe and vic-
ious counterattack. The counterattack was stopped by the tanks and rifle-
men with no losses to either, A

Now began the siaw and painful process of attsmpfing to drive a gtub-~
born epemy ocut of individual houses in house-to-house fighting.

| Company G at this time was faced with the following problems:

1. A1l communication with other units was out. Neither battalion
headquarters nor Company E could be contacted.

2. Ammunition for all automatic weapons was critically low.

e S0-tm mortar ammunition which had been hand carried was suffiéian%
for use only in case the compan& was forced to withdraw from the town.

4. The radioc with the artillary forward observer was incperative due
to the loss of the antenna during the advance from Ondenval. Conaequpﬁtly,
artillery ;upport was unavallable, .

| 5. At least two enemy tanka had.been seen in the town and could be
heard firing.

6. The t;o =4 tanks had aboub fivo rounds of 75-mm_high explogive
amrunition together. They were also low on the solid antisank rounds
which they had been firing into windows to discourage enemy baiqéka teamn,

At about 1300 hours intermittent artillery and mortar fire began to
fall around FB; houzes which were held.by Company G,_but no casualties were
sustained. About 30 minuﬁes after this fire began, one of the tank ocom-
manders saw what apparently was an enemy officer lssuing orders to sbout
five subordinates who were grouped around him. One expertly placed round
frem the 75-mm gun on the tank eliminated this group. Ton minutes later

the same tank kmocked out a German self-propelled high veloclty gun whieh
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was firing from Eibertingen toward Ondenval. Laber inspection of this
weapon led to the conclusion that it was the same gun which had fired on
the tank destroyers at Ondenval, The gun had not been damaged at tha®
time, and the carriage had been towed back to Eibertingen and used aes a
fixed weapon. {20)

‘About 1400 hours ememy troops and three tanks could be seen moving
out of town on the road Howard 3% Vith. The artillery observer had by
this time found a make~shift anmtenna for his radio and called for fire
or these troops. The enemy troops broke formation and ran. As a result
of th;a and subsequent shellings of the road as the enemy attempted to
leave town, more thau 200 dead German soldiers were counted later. {21)

The SCR-300 radio had,lof its own accord, resumed ope:abion.and ef~
fective lialson was again established with Company E on the left. By
15C0 hours the enemy was-making desperate attempts to delay the advanc-
ing companies and still salvage as many troops and as much equipment from
the town as possible. Ammunition shortage hﬁd become so critical that
+30 cal emmunition from the machine gunsz on the tanks was being removed
from the belts and leoaded in M-l rifle clips and BAR magazines,

By 1800 hours all houses in Eibertingen had been cleared, and Com-

pany E and Company G had set up defensive positions for the night. The

road to (ndenval had been cleared by the engineers by 2300 hours aﬁﬂ hot
food, ammunition and bedding rolls had been brought in. Fuel and ammun-
ition for the tanks was also brought up, and the tanks were resupplied on
position,

The night of 19 Jamary was uneventful, and about 1100 hours Company
G was relieved by elements of the 7th Armored Division.

The 2d Battalion walked baok to Ondenval and from there transporta-
tion was furnished back to the 2d Division.

The termination of this action left the 7th Armored Division in Posi-
tion to retake St Vith,

(20} a-7; (21) a-%, p. 112,
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISH

In the attack on "Crossroads 88" the terrain and the battalion
frbntage combined to.render contact between Company G and Company F al-
most impossible $o maintain. As a result there was no flank contact be-
tween the two companies as they advanced on their separate objectives.
When Company F was stopped oubszide Remonval, the commander of Gampaﬂy G
was unaware that the left flank of his company was entirely exposed,

This might have been evoided had the battalion commander decided to ak-

tack Remonval with both companies and then have Company G attack “Cross-
roads 68," which was further ahead and on a flank,

The fact that the 34 Platoon did not arrive on the line of departure
until too late to participate in the attack on "Crossroadas 68" was pro-
bably due to the inexperience of a new platoon leader. This could never
be ascertained bscause he was killsd before he could explain his lateness.
Had the company commander of Company G taken into account the relative in-
oxperience of the officer and his unfamiliarity with company standing op-
erstion procedure, the plstoon might have been on time.

This delay could have resulted in a loss of surprise and excessivﬁ

casualties to the company.

The use of tanks by Company G in coordinated assault with infanmbry
on “Crossroads 68" and on Eibertingen proved highly successful. Tauks
gave added shock power to the attacking troops. The fact that no attachéd
tanks were lost on this operation, however, was due more to a lack of
enemy armor and antitank guns than to sound doctrine in the use of taﬁks
with infantry.

The commander of Company G in the attack on the hills south of On-
denval made a serious error when he failed to request an artillery pré-
paration on probable enemy positions ﬁefore the attack, Lives would have
been saved if the assumption had not been made that the enemy had with-
drawn entirely. There was no bagig for this assumption, and prisoners

had stated that some positions had been prepared on the high ground.
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The decision %o attack Eibertingen immediately when visibility sud-
denly increased gave advantage to the attacking troops in that surprise

wae complete and shoek to the enemy was thereby increa;ed. That maximum
I
ccordination was not atbained was more than offget by the rapid and de-

termined atback which forced the enemy back into the town before rein-
forcements could be moved to the threatened area.

In the attack of Eibertingaﬁ adequate support from the 60-mm mortars
of the company was ¢onspicuous by its absence. There was only sufficient
ammnition for liﬁited support. A decision was made %o keep this smmuni-
tion until the situstion foreed its use. Due to this decizion, there waa
no mortar support in Eibertingen, Had the company commander of Company G
required that some of the riflemen assist the understrength weapons pla-
toon in earrying extra 60-mm mortar ammunition, there would have been suf-
ficient ammunition for support and s reserve stock for emergency., Lack of
this mortar ammunition could have resulted in the forced withdrawal of
Company G from Eibertingen ae well as excessive casualties.

The conduct of the attached elemonts of Company C of the 74lst Tank
Battalion and of elements of Company C of the §12th Tank Destroyer Bat-
talion during the period of this operation contributed in a great measure
to the success of Company G in its attacks. The officers and men of these
units had learned through experience and training the value of coordinated
tank;infanbry action, They depended entirely on the supported infantry
for protection from enemy infantry armed with short-range antitank weapons.
They were thua able to concentrate their entire attention on aggressive
suppoﬁ father than dividing the attention ::f the crews between support
of the infantry and their own defense. Due to0 the extremely limited vig-
ibility from a tank under small-arms fire, the tank erews must rely com- |
pletely on the supported troops for close-in protection. This reliance
is based on mutual understanding and thorough coordinated training. Tanks
fall easy prey %o well-trained enemy infantry when they are unsupported by

their own infantry.
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The use of standardized bodding rolls consisting of two blanketé;‘a
shelter half, poles and pins which were brought up at night and taken to
the rear by motor the following morming, proved highly successful. The
men were relieved of earrying this equipment and were able to move with
far leas effort through the deep Snaw.- | _

Pistribution of bedding rolls during darkness was simplified by bav-
ing all rolle identically equipped. In that way the rolls could be dig-
tributed to platoons according to the number of men present rather than
%o individual men,

Use of .30 cal machine gun ammuﬁition from the tanks in emergency
proved invaluable during the operation. While the procesa of unloading
the belts and relaadiﬁg the ammunition in ¢lips 1s a slow process, it
can be done even while the company ie engaged in a fire fight, although

the volume of fire is greatly reduced.

LESSORS

Aé: 1, In cold weather fighting, proper clathing, hot food and proper

rest are esaentialnii an oPeratlon is %o extand over a period of more

e i i o e R BT

than two or three days,

W

‘bﬁi” 2. BSupply and evacuation of casualties during winter operations
“#}& ‘5:1' present serious problema, especially if a unit is 0perating off roads
ﬁ)ii&' or ii*aﬁa:;é:f;ﬂagé roads have not been ¢leared of snow.

¥ .
ot B+ Casualties, when weather is very eold, must receive immediate

S

first aid to minimize shock, and evacuation must be accomplished sooner

R

than'when fighting in mild weather.
4. When there is little or no antitank defense, attached tanks at-

tacking with infantry.can move with the infantry in the attack, thereby

ol s

allowing close coordination and maximum control and utilization of the
tanks by the infantry commander.

5. The tank-infantry team can perform'with highly succoasful re-

sults only if thorough previous ooordinated tralning has heen accomplished

.

prior to actual engagement.,
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6, Leaders of both 1nfantry and armored unita should receive speo-

ial instructions in the use of tanks and infantry in order that each may
be thoroughly familia;y;ifh the other's capebilities and limitations.
7. Tanks can aehlevv a high degree of eross-country mobility when

working with infantry, however, tanks are more vulnerable to antitank

o 2N e

fire when terrain is unfavorable, and therefore muat be given additional

-protection by infanbry troope being supported,
8, Maintenance of communicetion, when there is snow, is much mere

difficult than durlgggmild weather, Increase in depth of snow and in the
degree of cold causes a corresponding inereass in communication difficulty.

9. Radios of attached %anks, artillery radios and wire to artillery
forward observers provi;;—; iighly valuable alternate means of communica-
tion for the 1nfantry unit commander ir emergency 51tuationa.

0. When electrical means of commmication are interrupted, the lower
unit commander, although not responsible for communication %o higher head-
quarters, must immediately utilize ever& means at his command $o assist in
resstablishment of communicstion at the earliest possible time in order
that supporting fire may be called for, information furnished both ways,
and thaf orders mey be transmitted,

1l. When severe weather conditions and reduced visibility are en-

counteré& whiiémaﬂwzﬁﬁack is in progress, the attack should be maintained

with maximm intensity sc long as oontrol can be maintained. Attack dur-
ing heavy ra:m, fog or heavy show has the advantage of offering attacking
troops concealment and allaws achievement of the maximum amount of sur=-

prise.
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